





2. Future Growth

The draft NDF advocates that future development in Wales is entirely based around
existing settlements and although the close proximity of England is mentioned, is
there a need for us to reflect on how we will work, commute and travel in terms of the
main adjoining cities in SW England?

In addition, does the document then need to reflect on how Severnside and
associated settlements can grow rather than be subject to a Greenbelt? An
alternative could be that key areas could have a protected designation but growth in
agreed areas could be considered, subject to pre-agreed criteria being fulfilled. A
blanket designation appears to be too restrictive, given the lifespan of the NDF.

Also, a NDF based entirely around existing settlements only offers one solution and
seems to be missing opportunity. For example, Melin is investing in a brand-new
scheme at Crick Road working in partnership with Monmouthshire Council and this
would not be forthcoming if the greenbelt had been in place. However, we appreciate
that any new schemes need to be a balance between development and preserving
the character of the area and ultimately Wales.

3. Tidal Power

The NDF acknowledges the unique tidal range that benefits Wales, whilst also giving
detailed direction regarding the potential location of on-shore solar and wind
development. However, although the challenges of bringing forward tidal powered
schemes are appreciated and acknowledged, not including its potential within the
NDF seems to be an over-sight.

4. Affordable Housing

There are a number of areas within the NDF that acknowledge the importance of
bringing forward new, affordable housing in Wales. Indeed, the document recognises
that good quality, affordable homes are the bedrock to communities and form
the basis for individuals and families to flourish in all aspects of their lives.
This is wholly supported by Melin and is a fundamental point in our approach to our
homes and residents.

Regarding the delivery of affordable homes, the NDF recognises that providing
housing in Wales at levels which meet our needs is a priority. This is particularly
important to Melin as the draft document confirms that 57% of new homes will be
required in SE Wales, a large part of which is within Melin’s zoned area of operation
as a regionally based Housing Association.

Project viability is fundamentally important to ensure that a continuing programme of
development activity is maintained. If, as the NDF suggests, new development is
focused around Newport and the Valleys areas, we need to be mindful of the
physical challenges and accompanying abnormal costs that the latter areas can
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